18             THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
over to the Talukdars, who were thenceforward to sink or swim like the owners of other property. To ascertain and secure the rights of the State, the estates were roughly measured and assessed, and new leases, based on an estimate of 50 per cent, of the net revenues thus determined, were granted. A more melancholy instance of blundering mismanagement of a peculiarly fine proprietary body of men, partly through their own fault and partly through the ignorance of the officers of Government, cannot, it is believed, be adduced throughout the annals of the British ad-niini^tration in India; nor is it by any means certain that the measures of relief finally adopted will not result, in the course of a few generations, in the gradual degradation of these Rajpoot nobles down to the dead level of cultivating ryots, if not to the lowering of many of them to be hewers of wood and drawers of water to the moneyed classes, who will gradually possess themselves of their properties. The fundamental error, from the time when the matter began to bo considered from a revenue point of view, was the confounding of a tribute, the amount of which partly depended on the condition of agricultural prosperity of an estate (there being no mercantile or other condition to look to for guidance), with the right to a share in the actual produce of an estate. The idea generally prevalent when, on the introduction of British rule, a more civilised method of fixing an annual revenue to be paid by an estate than that of what an armed forced could manage to collect, was thought out, was that, after the cultivators' share of produce had been deducted (the kheroo-lhug), the remainder (rtfj-lMg) should bo about equally shared between the proprietor and the State. Thus, where the cultivator paid half his crop, the yrasxia, and Government got a quarter each; where the former retained only one-third, the remaining two-thirds were shared by the latter. From this it was assumed that the grassia's share might descend as low as one-third of the revenue of his estate. Accordingly, 30 per cent, (even at this calculation it should have been 33,} per cent.) was at once adopted as the standard of what it was sufficient to leave him to pay his expenses and support himself. The fault lay in this standard being the only one looked to, in place of all other circumstances being taken into consideration at the same time; circumstances